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coffee comes to life






MEDIA RELEASE
M. Schaerer Ltd. – 2007 Company Result
Sales and profitability rise again
Moosseedorf, 5 May 2008 – M. Schaerer Ltd., a world leader in the development and manufacture of fully automatic coffee machines, achieved new records for its 2007 business year. Sales rose by 14.4% to CHF 96.7 M, the return on sales improved by 4% and the workforce increased by 5.9% to 251 full-time positions.
M. Schaerer Ltd. continued its solid growth rate during the 2007 business year. With sales of CHF 96.7 M, the company was able to improve on its result for the previous year by CHF 12.2 M or 14.4%. The high global demand for fully automatic coffee machines contributed substantially to this excellent result. Sales in Europe, the USA and Asia were particularly favourable, with these regions reaching double digit growth rates.
As a direct consequence of this sustained success, the workforce was increased by 5.9% to 251 full-time positions. Profitability was also improved: compared to the previous year, M. Schaerer Ltd. achieved a 4% improvement in operating profit margin.
The new business year has got off to a good start and sales figures for the first quarter of 2008 are above expectations. Despite effect of the weaker dollar on sales prices in the USA and some Asian countries, demand does not seem to have suffered. CEO Peter Althaus is therefore confident that M. Schaerer Ltd. will again achieve excellent results in 2008.
In order to safeguard its medium and long-term growth, M. Schaerer Ltd. will re-locate its head offices to Zuchwil in the canton of Solothurn at the end of 2008. The company will benefit from considerable savings in fixed costs as a result of this relocation. The development of new products continues in addition to preparations for the move, and it is expected that the next generation products from the innovation pipeline will be launched in early 2009.
	M. Schaerer Ltd.
Founded in 1892, M. Schaerer Ltd. today forms part of the German-based WMF AG, the worldwide leader in fully automatic coffee machines. M. Schaerer Ltd offers the widest portfolio range of fully automatic models in the industry. The company has a global presence with its own sales and service organisation across Switzerland, three subsidiaries in the USA, Germany and Belgium and a partner network covering the rest of the world. 


This text is available for download at ww.schaerer.com/Presse.

Further information:
Peter Althaus, CEO

Telephone: +41 (0)31 858 52 60 I Email: peter.althaus@schaerer.com

M. Schaerer Ltd. I Gewerbestrasse 15 I CH-3302 Moosseedorf I www.schaerer.com
